
 

 What types of businesses are affected by the Single Use 
Plastic Checkout Bag Ordinance? 

Any business establishments or temporary vendors within the City Limits that 
provide single use plastic checkout bags to their customers will be affected. This 
includes grocery stores, retail stores, pharmacies, sporting goods, tackle shops, 
restaurants, gift shops, convenience stores, food banks and resale shops. There are 
some exceptions listed below. 

 Why Did the City of Port Aransas ban single use plastic 
bags? 

The City of Port Aransas regulates the types of bags provided by businesses to 
customers at the checkout. The goal is to sustain a more environmentally conscious 
coastal community, where the constant winds blow plastic bags into our drain 
systems, clogging them, and into surrounding bays and ocean waters. Plastic bags 
are often mistaken for food by sealife besides being harmful and a contributor to 
pollution in the Gulf of Mexico.   

 How does the Single Use Plastic Bag Ordinance affect 
me as a retailer? 

Effective January 1, 2016, rather than provide customers with the plastic single use 
bags, you may choose to either use paper bags, (please see specifics on paper bags 
allowed below), or use the reusable bags that the customer brings in with them. Or, 
you may offer to sell or give the customer a reusable bag available through your 
business. Please see the regulations below concerning types of paper bags allowed.  



The exceptions to this rule are listed below.  It is recommended that signage be 
posted to remind customers of the ordinance taking effect January 1, 2016.  

Regulations on Recyclable Paper Bags offered by Retailers: Recyclable paper bags 
must meet the following requirements;  

1. Contains no old growth fiber; 
2. Is 100% recyclable; 
3. Contains a minimum of 40% post-consumer recycled content; and 
4. Displays the words “reusable” and “recyclable” in a highly visible manner on 

the outside of the bag.   

 May I charge customers for the bags provided at 
checkout? 

You may charge customers for carryout bags that meet the ordinance’s bag 
standards. Unlike other cities with similar ordinances, you are not required to 
charge a fee for the bags.  

 What types of plastic and paper bags are prohibited by 
this ordinance? 

Single use plastic bags are banned from being used at checkout. Paper bags provided 
by retail establishments at the point of sale will be required to meet all of the 
requirements listed above.  

 Are any bags exempt from the ordinance? 

Yes.  Plastic single use bags can still be used for the containment of bait or seafood 
sales, or they can be used by the purchaser for the transport of raw food; i.e., fruits, 
vegetables, raw meat, raw poultry or seafood to prevent contamination.  

 What is a reusable bag? 

A reusable is a bag is one that is specifically designed and manufactured for multiple 
reuse and is made of cloth or other fabric, or other durable material suitable for 
reuse, and has durable built-in handles or drawstrings. 

 Can I continue to sell plastic trash bag liners? 

Yes. Trash bags as well as other packages of multiple plastic bags intended for 
disposal of trash, pet waste or yard trimmings are not prohibited, unless they are 
provided at checkout for the purpose of transporting groceries or other goods. 

 



 Where can I purchase paper bags made with 40% post-
consumer recycled content? 

Contact your current bag distributor and inquire about 40% post-consumer 
recycled content paper bags and other reusable bag options or contact City Hall for a 
list of bag suppliers. 

 What can I do with the single use plastic bags that I 
still have in stock? 

Ask your bag supplier if they will accept them on a return, and if not, consider 
donating them to places that are still allowed to use them, such as those selling bait 
or raw seafood. 

 Will the City help make shoppers aware of the new 
rules? 

The City of Port Aransas and campaign partners are distributing free reusable bags 
at locations and events throughout town before the ordinance goes into effect on 
January 1st, 2016. Check the Chamber of Commerce Website and the City of Port 
Aransas website for local bag giveaways.   

 Will each store be responsible for letting its customers 
know it will be participating in this ordinance? 

Stores should prepare by posting signs on their entrance doors and by checkout 
counters. There are no signage requirements but the City recommends that 
businesses begin letting their customers know ahead of time and prior to the actual 
ordinance effect date of January 1, 2016. 

 How will the City enforce the ordinance? 

The City will focus more on educating the public by distribution of complimentary 
reusable bags and by providing a representative to meet at your business to answer 
any questions that you or your employees may have about the new ordinance. The 
City, as a last measure for those who fail to follow the new rules, will use the penalty 
of $500.00 daily for each violation.   

 

  

 


