
    
 
 
 

 
 Why did the City of Port Aransas ban single use plastic 
checkout bags?  

 
The City of Port Aransas, Texas has a duty to protect the natural 
environment, the economy, and the health of its citizens. The single use 
plastic checkout bags create significant litter problems in the City of Port 
Aransas, ending up in the city’s critical landscapes such as our dunes, 
wetlands, beaches, and waterways. The plastic does not completely 
biodegrade in the marine environment, but instead breaks down into smaller 
pieces that may be mistaken for food by sea turtles, fish, birds, and other 
wildlife.  It is known to kill animals through ingestion and entanglement. 
Because discarded plastic bags last indefinitely and create an aesthetic blight 
and hazard to wildlife and the environment, it is in the best interest of the 
public health, safety, and welfare to adopt the proposed ban on distribution 
of plastic bags at point of sale within the boundaries of the City of Port 
Aransas. 

 
 

 What is a single use plastic checkout bag? 
 

A single use plastic checkout bag is one that is provided by a business 
establishment to a customer, typically at the point of sale, for the purpose of 
transporting goods after sale, and is intended and constructed for single use. 
 
 

 What is a recyclable paper bag? 
 

A recyclable paper carryout bag is a bag that is provided by a retail 
establishment to a customer at the point of sale for purposes of transporting 
groceries or other goods and meets all of the following requirements: 
1. Contains no old growth fiber; 
2. Is 100% recyclable; 
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3. Contains a minimum of 40% post-consumer recycled content; and 
4. Displays the words “Reusable” and “Recyclable” in a highly visible manner 
on the outside of the bag. 

 
 

 What is a reusable bag? 
 

A reusable bag is one that is specifically designed and manufactured for 
multiple reuse and is made of cloth or other fabric, or other durable material

 suitable for reuse, and has durable built-in handles or drawstrings. 
 

 Can I still purchase plastic bags for my trash cans, pet 
waste or other uses? 

 
Yes. You will still be able to purchase packages of multiple plastic bags at 
grocery stores and other retailers that you can use to line trash cans or other 
purposes. 

 
 

 Which types of stores are affected? 
 

The Single-Use Plastic Checkout Bag Ordinance applies to all retail 
establishments or temporary vendors that sells perishable or nonperishable 
goods that provide carryout bags to their customers, including grocery and 
convenience stores, restaurants, hardware stores, department stores, 
bookstores, sporting goods stores, gift shops and other types of retailers. 

 
The Single-Use Plastic Checkout Bag Ordinance also applies to business 
establishments which include a commercial enterprise or establishment. 

 
  There are exemptions to this ordinance. 

 
This does not apply to: 
1. Bags used for the purpose of containing bait or seafood sales; or 
2. Bags without handles, provided to effect food safety for a purchaser of food 
by preventing contamination from any raw food; i.e. fruits, vegetables, raw 
meat, raw seafood, raw poultry. 
 
 

 I’ve heard that reusable bags can lead to the spread of 
harmful bacteria. Should I be concerned about using 
them for groceries? 
 

Bags used for carrying food should be cleaned regularly, especially bags that 
are used to carry meat, fish and produce items. When using reusable bags, 
shoppers should be careful to separate raw foods from other food products.  
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You should also not use the same bags for carrying food that you use for 
other purposes, such as carrying books or gym clothes. 
Keep bags clean by washing cloth bags and wiping other bags with a sponge 
and mild soap. Follow the washing instructions on the bag’s tag if you’re 
unsure how to clean your bag. 

 
 Are there any restrictions on the types of bags I can 
bring with me? 

 

No. Customers are encouraged to bring any reusable bag with them to carry 
out items. 
 

 Will the City help make consumers aware of the new 
rules? 

The City of Port Aransas and campaign partners are distributing free 
reusable bags at locations and events throughout town before the ordinance 
goes into effect on January 1st, 2016. Check the Chamber of Commerce 
Website and the City of Port Aransas website for local bag giveaways.   
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